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What is interculturalism?

Interculturalism is the process of fostering respect,
understanding, and meaningful interaction between
individuals and groups from diverse cultural backgrounds. It
views culture as dynamic, emphasizing mutual learning,
adaptation, and growth through dialogue and collaboration.
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Interculturalism vs. Multiculturalism

Multiculturalism (USA School of thought):

Acknowledges and celebrates the coexistence of diverse
cultures within a society. Emphasizes tolerance and
recognition of differences but often keeps cultures separate.

Interculturalism (EU School of thought):

Builds on multiculturalism by fostering active interaction,
dialogue, and mutual transformation between cultures.
Emphasizes the dynamic and evolving nature of cultural
relationships.
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What is intercultural education?

Intercultural education is the application of the principles of
interculturalism in educational settings. It aims to create an
environment where diverse cultural perspectives are
respected, shared, and integrated into learning. Focuses on
preparing individuals to live, learn, and thrive in the diverse

and interconnected world.
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Intercultural Education and EU Goals

Article 2 of the Treaty on European Union (TEU) declares:

"The Union is founded on the values of respect for human
dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law, and
respect for human rights, including the rights of persons
belonging to minorities."
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Intercultural Education and EU Goals

Migration & Integration Social Harmony Global

Intercultural education Intercultural education Competitiveness:
provides tools to help reduces cultural conflicts Intercultural education
children from diverse and builds bridges equips learners with
cultural backgrounds between communities. intercultural skills
integrate into European necessary for globalized
societies. This creates workplaces. Thus, it
opportunities for mutual strengthens Europe's
learning and ability to innovate and
understanding. lead on the global stage.
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EU Programs and Initiatives Supporting Intercultural
Education

Erasmus+ Program: Provides funding for student and staff exchanges,
fostering intercultural understanding and collaboration.

Creative Europe Program: Focuses on cross-border cultural projects to
celebrate diversity and promote shared European identity.

European Solidarity Corps:Engages young people in volunteering
activities across Europe to promote solidarity and cultural
understanding.

Integration of Migrants in Schools: Programs and funding aimed at
integrating migrant children into education systems.
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Teachers Role on Intercultural Education

* Promoting Cultural Awareness
* Facilitating Dialogue

* Modeling Inclusive Behaviors
* Creating a Safe Environment

« Adapting Teaching Methods
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Further Reading
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